GAL/ CASA Court Report  

CASE NAME:  Adams children
CASA VOLUNTEER: Jane Doe
GAL SUPERVISOR:  Annie Advocate
DCS CASEWORKER: Lana Benge
MAGISTRATE: Judge Judy
DATE OF REPORT: April 1, 2008
DATE OF HEARING: April 15, 2008
CHILD/ CHILDREN

	 
	Name
	DOB
	Age
	Sex
	Current Placement

	1
	 Zachary Adams
	 9/28/1995
	 13
	 M
	 Foster care (children 1-3 are placed together)

	2
	 Jacob Adams
	 9/24/1996
	 12
	 M
	 Foster care

	3
	 Brandi Adams
	 8/26/1998
	 10
	 F
	 Foster care

	4
	 Keyonna Adams
	 2/11/2007
	 1
	 F
	Foster care (separate home)

	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


CHILD(RENS) NEEDS /CONCERNS

1. Placement/ Safety
All four children were seen in their current foster homes. The children and the homes were observed to be clean with no obvious safety concerns. The older three children are in the process of learning the new routine and rules at the home of their new caregivers.
2. Educational

I saw the report cards for all three school aged child when I visited their new placement home. They continue to attend the same school they attended when they lived in the previous foster home; their grades appear to be stable despite their sudden move in February. Brandi admits to having some difficulty concentrating in school but says her new medication is helping her more than the old one did.

3. Psychological, Medical


According to the therapist who works with the three oldest children, Jacob has had the most difficulty with the move to a new foster home. He reportedly   exhibited a return of very immature and hyper-emotional outbursts, as the transition was disruptive and his preference to live with his father, rather than in foster care, causes him to be oppositional at times.
Brandi struggles with managing her emotions and ADHD contributes to her difficulties. Zachary is the most enigmatic of the three, since he is so passive and guarded. The foster care social worker advised me that some money has disappeared at the foster home and the foster parents believe Zachary is the culprit. He reportedly has expressed to his therapist a strong desire to live with his father and may view the current placement as an impediment to his goal.
According to her infectious disease doctor, Keyonna’s numbers fluctuate and continue to hover in the danger zone. Despite this, she presented as happy at my recent visit and did not appear to be in too much discomfort. At my prior visit in January, 2008, she was vomiting after ingesting cow’s milk. She seems to tolerate it better now.

4. Visitation with family/siblings
The children are currently scheduled to have 1 hour supervised visits with each parent each week. The weekly visit with Mrs. Adams also serves as a sibling visit since all four children attend. As Keyonna is not the biological child of Jeff Adams, there is no visit occurring between them. All visits between Mr. Adams and his children have gone well according to the visitation supervisor and there have been no inappropriate activity or behaviors. The visit supervisor reports that mother must be prompted to feed Keyonna and change her diaper at her visits, rather than directing one of the older children to provide this care.
5. Financial/Material Needs
I was concerned to observe that instead of a blanket or comforter, a new  furniture pad was serving as a coverlet on  Jacob’s bed at his current foster home.

6. Child/ Youth Comments
Zachary asked this advocate to find out from the judge if he was ever going to be able to go back to his old school. He wants the court to know that he misses his former neighborhood friends and hopes he can go on the 8th grade class trip to Washington DC in February 2009 and graduate with them.
      7. Other
Mr. Adams has housing now and is employed, and his one hour visits are reportedly going well. During this investigation I learned that the reason his HBC has not yet recommended visits in his home is that he does not yet have beds and bedding for his children. Their mother reportedly took the children’s’ beds and put them in storage when she became homeless as a result of her mental health/drug use. Also, I did not hear anything during this investigation verifying that mother has been referred for the psych eval that was part of the parental participation decree.
RECORDS REVIEWED/DATE:
1. Barbara Adams parenting class notes dated March 31, 2008.
2. Emails from Phil Connifer, children’s therapist
3. St. Vincent New Hope HBC proposed visitation report for Jeff Adams dated March 10, 2008
PERSON(s) INTERVIEWED/RELATIONSHIP/DATE:

1. Lana Benge, DCS case mgr, March 12, 2008
2. Foster parent for the older children, March 25, 2008
3. Foster parent for the baby, March 18, 2008
4. Barbara Adams, mother, March 17, 2008
5. Jeff Adams, father, January 31, 2008

6. Phil Connifer, Adult and Child therapist, January 25, 2008

7. Laura Bailey, Adult and Child case mgr, March 31, 2008

8. Melanie Maslow, Barbara Adams’ parenting class instructor, April 1, 2008

9. Tanya Teague, Project Home coordinator (Barbara Adams), February 5, 2008

10. Lyndi Gant, HBC (Jeff Adams), April 1, 2008

CASA RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Placement/Safety
I am in agreement with the children transitioning into the care of their father Mr. Adams as soon as he is able to secure appropriate bedding and bedroom furniture. I recommend that DCS be ordered to assist father in obtaining the bedding that he needs, or that mother be ordered to turn over the children’s bedding to father.

2. Educational

 I do agree with HBC, that if father is ready for the children to return to his care before the children have completed this semester of school, Mr. Adams and his home based counselor should work on a plan that would allow for the children to be transported  back and forth from their current schools until the semester is over. I do not believe  it is in the children’s best interest to be transferred to a new school this late in the school year.

3. Psychological, Medical
I recommend that mother be referred for her psych eval, and be ordered to begin attending Keyonna’s medical appointments if her plan continues to be reunification, in order that Mrs. Davis can be assessed for any training she might need to care for her daughter. I recommend all three children continue in therapy and that their father be included in their therapy in anticipation of the children being transitioned into his care and his home. 
4. Visitation with Family/friends

Although Mrs. Adams has been participating in some of her services, I cannot recommend any change to her current visitation until she has completed her parenting class and a current psychiatric evaluation/ IQ test/ memory scale. I would be wary of any less supervised visitation with Mrs. Adams until there has been a background check on her current boyfriend.
5. Financial/material

I recommend that DCS or the home based counselor be court ordered to provide Mr. Davis with financial assistance to obtain beds and/or bedding for his three children. In the alternative, perhaps the court would consider ordering mother to give father the children’s beds and bedding for their use at his home.
6. Other

Keyonna continues to require a complicated medical regimen that causes side effects that must be managed by her caregiver. According to the reports I have reviewed and information I have gathered, Mrs. Boatman has not yet shown the ability to provide Keyonna with appropriate care. Keyonna has been in the care of her foster mother since birth and will have been there for 15 months in May. With that in mind, I feel it is in the best interest of Keyonna to change her plan to adoption at or before the next hearing.
Respectfully Submitted,

Jane Doe   





Lilly Lou   

(CASA name)                                                    
 (GAL Supervisor)

Date Approved : April 7, 2009
